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of the Church, in order that Wycliff's aims may be
rightly understood. That body had suffered both
from external and internal causes. The Papacy,
which had almost become discredited by the " Baby-
lonish Captivity," l was soon afflicted by the Great
Schism, and the whole of Christendom was scandalised
by the appearance of two Vicars of Christ. But still
more serious was the corruption which characterised
the clergy, from the court of Rome to the " mendicant "
friars. The wealth and greed of the Church was
patent to all. In vain did the Statute of Mortmain
prohibit the further granting of lands, save with the
consent of the superior lord ; the ingenuity of the
lawyers invented " Uses,"2 and the law remained
almost a dead letter. An even more crying abuse
than the vast riches of the Church was the encroach-
ments of the Papacy. Two important statutes were
directed to cope with this evil. That of Provisoes
(1351) forbade the practice of "providing" for
vacancies, by which the Popes filled English benefices
with non-resident foreigners and took the first-fruits
many times from the same benefice by appointing
men to it before the vacancy actually occurred. The
Statute of Praemunire (1392) prohibited, under
severe penalties, the introduction of papal bulls, the
exercise of legatine authority, and appeals to Rome
without the royal permission. But, admirable as

1  That is, the seventy years' residence of the Popes at Avignon,
instead of at Rome.    The Gieat Schism followed, an anti-Pope being
elected at Avignon on the death of Giegory XI. (1378).

2  A piacticeby which a man left his estates to another for the " Use "
of a third person, or body ; all the revenues of the lands then went to
the third party.